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Clermont County to develop 242-acre industrial park
BATAVIA, Ohio -- The Clermont County CIC, Inc. has purchased 242 acres of land at Half Acre Road and
State Route 32 in Williamsburg Township that will be developed as South Afton Commerce Park, a
“business-ready” site for manufacturers.
The CIC is a nonprofit created under Ohio law to facilitate economic development activities for the
Clermont County commissioners, and has served in this capacity since 2004.
The $4.9 million purchase, which was finalized today, was announced by Bob Proud, President of the
Clermont County Board of Commissioners. Commissioners are members of the CIC Board of Trustees.
“With this land, we will be able to offer manufacturers both inside and outside Clermont County a prime
location,” Proud said. “Our job is to create the environment for economic development. The jobs
themselves will come from the private sector. I support this effort because it will lead to good paying
jobs for our residents and generate new property tax revenue to support the local school district,
township services, and countywide services.”
The land is zoned industrial, adjacent to a Norfolk Southern rail line, and is approximately 10 miles east
of Interstate 275. “This is a strategic purchase for Clermont County,” said Andy Kuchta, Executive
Director of the CIC and Director of Community and Economic Development for the county. “The county
had no existing parcels of industrial zoned land that could accommodate major new tenants. With this
purchase, we now do.”
The site has the potential to significantly boost Clermont County’s economy. According to a study by the
University of Cincinnati’s Economics Center, the site could provide 1,855 permanent jobs once fully built
out, with an additional 1,675 in related jobs (suppliers and services) for an annual payroll of $186
million. Many of those jobs would go to Clermont County residents, approximately 60% of whom now
commute out of the county to work.
By year 11, the property value of the South Afton Commerce Park is estimated to be at $94 million,
generating a total of $32 million in new property taxes over the life of the development, according to
the study.
The Williamsburg Township Trustees applauded the efforts of the county in developing South Afton
Commerce Park. “We are excited to be part of the team in bringing new investment to the township.
The new real estate taxes from this business park will help offset recent cuts to our local government
fund and allow us to maintain our current level of township services. This development could also be the
catalyst needed to spur retail and service sector development to the eastern area of the county,” said
Guy Bainum, chairman of the Williamsburg Township Board of Trustees. (MORE MORE MORE)
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This site fulfills a need not just in Clermont County, but in Greater Cincinnati. Last August, Johnna
Reeder, CEO of REDI Cincinnati, said that the region was far behind where it needed to be to attract
manufacturers. Sixty-one companies came to Greater Cincinnati in 2014 looking for potential locations,
she said, and there weren’t sufficient sites to show them. Clermont County’s economic development
team was unable to submit sites or buildings for 83% of the 58 inquiries received last year, due to a lack
of market-ready properties.
To prepare South Afton Commerce Park for potential tenants, the CIC will provide water, sewer and
natural gas extensions; storm water infrastructure; telecom infrastructure; and roads. The CIC will
pursue grants to help defray those costs, which will leverage the use of local public funds and increase
the return on investment.
The purchase price of the land is being funded from proceeds of Clermont County’s Ivy Pointe
investment. In 2005, the county, using the CIC, bought the land that became Ivy Pointe, which now
houses TQL, Tata Consultancy Services, Senco and others. Mercy Health and Cincinnati Children’s
Hospital Medical Center have each also purchased over 20 acres of land at Ivy Pointe for future
expansions. The principal, which has been repaid, is being used for this purchase, said Kuchta.
“Developers aren’t creating new industrial parks due to the high cost of regulations and required
infrastructure,” said Commissioner David Uible. “It has been over 20 years since a new industrial park
has been developed in Clermont County, and we need to step into that role if we want to see continued
job growth in our county. Leveraging a $5 million initial investment into an estimated $94 million of new
property value, and $32 million in new property taxes, is a phenomenal return on investment that will
benefit many county residents and agencies.“
Commissioner Ed Humphrey, who is recovering from an automobile accident, said that he fully
supported Clermont County taking this step. “The South Afton Commerce Park will be more easily
accessible because of the transportation improvements that have been made to State Route 32, and are
planned to continue over the next five years,” he said. “A primary reason for the significant investments
in the Eastern Corridor work is to facilitate the movement of people and goods between Clermont
County and the rest of the Cincinnati region, so the development of this business park complements
those investments and will increase the benefit of those investments to the residents of the county.”
South Afton Commerce Park will become the largest industrial park in Clermont County and one of the
largest in Greater Cincinnati in terms of available land. ########

